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PO Box 263148 
Daytona Beach, FL 32126-3148 

Halifaxbiz.com 

Gaydaytona.com 

Advertising Prices are available in this 

edition.  Want to place an ad, simply email 

us for information.   

Phone: 386-256-0095 

Email: info@halifaxbiz.com 
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Magazine is published Monthly for the 
members of the Business guild, printed at 

240 Ridgewood Ave, Holly Hill, Fl 32117 

and mailed from Holly Hill, Fl by the 
Greater Daytona Beach Business Guild. 

Opinions expressed  in perspective do not 

necessarily represent the views of the 
association, its members, or itôs Board of 

Directors. Deadline for submission is 20th 

day of the month for all ads and articles 
for each issue which is published on the 

1st of the month. Membership is open to 

any business or individual who subscribes 
to the purposes of the association. For 

more information, contact the Business 

Guild at info@halifiaxbiz.com  Members 
that wish to get a mailed copy of the  

month publication must subscribe  at  an 

additional fee for  publication to cover 

handling and postage fees.  

Would you like to distribute 

our magazine please contact 

us at info@halifaxbiz.com 

Chief Editor: Gregory Neely 

CHRISTMAS PARTY AT 
THE VILLA.    
 

Friday Dec 16th 
Time for party will be:                           
7-9 pm 
A minimum Donation of 
$20 payable by cash/check  
To OneDaytona 
 
Limit to 80 persons--- RSVP 
TO 386-248-2020            
FOR RESERVATIONS OR    
E-MAIL  thevillabb@aol.com 
with name-phone number-
address. 
 
Have you RSVPõd yet? 

Volunteers are always needed    

contact a board member for details 

or email info@halifaxbiz.com  

Business Card ads are 

available contact 

info@halifaxbiz.com 

for more information. 
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Now THAT'S What 
I'm Talking About!  
by Betty Jack DeVine 

 

Warm holiday greetings, gay Day-
tona; and welcome, visitors to 
Christmas-time at the World's 
Most Famous Beach! Nothing 
puts me in the spirit like stringing 
the lights on my palm tree. But 
some people take it all the way, 
like the good folks at the Twi-Light
-II Motel (US1 and LPGA). Pull 
into the drive and roll slowly 

through this glittery extrava-
ganza -- and drop a little 
something in the tip box for the 
FPL bill. You've never seen 
anything like it! Really though, 
pretty much any Daytona 
neighborhood you cruise has 
at least one Griswold-worthy 
light show explosion. ... 
Speaking of cruising (oh, be-
have!), Dixie and I recently 
took a fascinating eco-tour ride 
at the Marine Discovery Cen-
ter in New Smyrna Beach. The 
boat goes all up in the salty 
mangrove marshes, and tech-
nically we could have been at-
tacked by an enormous shark, 
but were not. We did see 
scads of dolphins and ospreys, 
and Mark, our charming tour 
guide, told us all about the 
ecosystem that keeps Florida 
fabulous. A fun way to spend 
some time on the water -- 

highly recommended! ... 
Cinematique, tres chic! This 
Beach Street gem proved to 
be a great place for us to en-
joy the engrossing F1 docu-
mentary "Senna," and if you 
haven't visited yet you must. 
The cozy viewing room fea-
tures comfortable chairs, with 
food, beer and wine brought 
right to your table. It's like 
some futuristic wonderland! 
Google them for their movies 
and schedule. ... Did you see 
the Texas race, where Kyle 
Busch viciously spun Hor-
naday into the wall under 
caution, ending Ron's shot at 
the Truck championship? It 
was disgusting. And it re-
minded me of something I 
saw last year in the infield at 
the Atlanta race: a large 

(Continued on page 5) 



 Victoria Ehmen, 

M.A.  
 Licensed Marriage & Family  

Therapist 

Certified Sex Therapist  

Individuals, Groups, Families 

  

403 N. Wild Olive  

Daytona Beach, FL 32118 

  

By Appointment 386-253-2531 

   Weekly Special (Friday Fried Fish $9.95) All you can eat 

Fried Fish,  French Fries, Cole Slaw   - Broiled add $1.00  

  $8.95 Sunday Breakfast Buffet 

For Sale/Services 

Add muscle to your mind -- read a book! 

Check out www.kingchampbooks.com for GLBT 

titles and many other categories.  

Mention "GUILD" or New Church Family for 

a 10 percent discount.  

Page 5 scarecrow-type doll, seated in a rocking chair, 
dressed in a black T-shirt with white iron-on let-
ters that said: "I'd rather have a sister in a whore-
house than a brother who was a Kyle Busch fan." 
After Texas, I believe we can ALL say that. ... 
Merry Christmas, everyone -- see you on the 
beach! 
### 
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TRAVELING IN OUR FABULOUS GAY 

WORLD 

By Donald Pile and Ray Williams 

 

-Be Careful of Travel Scams and Overcharges- 

Anytime of the year we need to 
always be on the lookout for travel 
scams and overcharges  but over the 
holidays we all seem to be more in a 
hurry and really don't have time to think 
about them. Some of the obvious ones 
are over-packed baggage fees. Airlines 
hit over-packers in three different ways... 
It's too heavy, too big or altogether, too 
much! And the cost for having too much 
luggage can run from $25 to $50 for an 
overweight bag to $80 to $100 for an 
oversized bag! And, the restrictions are 
getting tighter. Many airlines have 
changed their policy by first lowering the 
free checked-bag allowance from two to 
just one and most recently opting to 
charge for EVERY bag! Different airlines 
have different policies so BE SURE and 
check them out BEFORE you take off. 
Some airlines now charge $10 for their 
first two checked bags and then up to 
$100 for the third! Many airlines have 

simply stopped accepting bags heav-
ier than 51 pounds. To add insult to 
injury, it's possible to have a bag that 
is both overweight and oversized, 
which means you'd pay a minimum of 
$105 on most airlines. It it's also your 
third piece of checked baggage, that 
could double to more than $200! So, 
before you begin packing, check your 
airline's web site for it's baggage 
rules. Seems as thou they all have 
slightly different requirements, de-
pending on where you are flying. For 
instance, Continental allows coach 
passengers to check two bags weigh-

ing up to 50 pounds before fees 
kick in. On most international 
flights, excess baggage fees are 
calculated at a per-pound rate 
based on the distance flown. So 
when you are taking out on a trip, 
be sure and pack only what you 
really need. And of course don't 
forget that we all shop so we al-
ways bring back more than what 
we take with us. 

Another travel scam is the 
Mini-bars in hotels. Hotel min-bars 

(Continued on page 10) 
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www.bannedbookstore.net  

701 North Ridgewood Ave. 
Daytona Beach Fl 32114 

Corner of Madison  

 Free parking off Madison Ave.  

 Hours 9 am to 1 am Mon - Sat Sunday 12 - 12         

386-248-0072 
Large selection of DVDôs Magazines and Novelties! 

     we are a gender friendly store.  

 

  

Bring this Coupon in for 

15% off on all DVD $14.99 

and up  

Expires January 1st, 2012 
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NewAgeTouch 

240 Ridgewood Ave  

386-492-2958  Monï Sat 10am ï6pm 
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Holiday Plant Lore 
 
     Plants have figured in 
myths and legends since the 
dawn of antiquity.  The ancient 
Greeks and Romans had an 
explanation for winter that 
made perfect sense to them.  
Hades, god of the underworld, 
fooled Persephone, whom he 
had kidnapped, into eating a 
few pomegranate seeds while 
she remained in his dark realm.  
This doomed her to spend half 
of each year with him, during 
which time her mother, the god-
dess of fertility and agriculture, 
mourned and refused to bless 
the cold earth with bounty.  In 
the Norse Eddas, both the 
golden god Balder and his 
mother dreamed that he would 
be killed, so she extracted a 
promise from every object on 
earth not to harm him.  Unfortu-

nately, she overlooked the mis-
tletoe, thinking it too small and 
unimportant, but it was from 
that plant that Loki, mischief-
maker among the gods, fash-
ioned the spear that killed the 
good Balder. 
     Many plants have associa-
tions with the winter holidays, 
especially with Christmas.  
Sadly, since most of them 
gained these associations over 
millennia of European cultural 
development, only a few do 
well here in Florida, and those 
come from southern, Mediterra-
nean Europe.  One of the best 
for us is the herb rosemary, 
whose name some might think 
has to do with the Virgin Mary 
"rose of Mary," though it really 
means "dew of the sea."  But 
legend relates that, when the 
Holy Family was on its Flight 
into Egypt to escape the baby-
killers sent out by King Herod, 

they stopped to rest, and the Vir-
gin threw her cloak over a rose-
mary shrub.  From that time the 
plant, which had bloomed white, 
produced blue flowers--the color 
of the Virgin.  Of course this ig-
nores the fact that there are still 
white and even pink forms; for 
most people, rosemary blooms 
are blue. 
     Mistletoe also thrives here, 
though I don't know that anyone 
actually cultivates it, and our 
American version is an entirely 
different genus than the one na-
tive to Europe.  It was one of the 
traditional Christmas greens 
hung in houses and manors and 
was not permitted to touch the 
ground between the time it was 
cut and the time the greens 
were cleared away at Candle-
mas (2 February) for fear of bad 
luck.  And of course we all know 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Couples Massage Special  
This month Book Now! 



have gone very high-tech. Many 
are equipped with sensors that 
register when an item is picked 
up or otherwise moved. Just ro-
tating that jar of peanuts to 
check the calorie content may 
be enough to trigger a charge. 
Or you could be charged for jos-
tling aside bottles to squeeze in 
a bottle of water you brought 
from home and then charged 
again for later removing the 
chilled drink! And you most 
likely have noticed that their 
prices are extravagantly high! 
Plus some even have a re-
stocking fee! Also be wary of 
items that have the look of (free 
or complimentary) but aren't 
specifically marked as such. 
Many a thirsty traveler arrives to 
their room to see a bottle of wa-
ter on the side table and just 
assumes that it is complimen-
tary. But the moment you open 
it, there is a CHARGE ! The same 
goes for those fruit baskets, cof-
fees and other treats that are an 

extension of the fully-priced mini-bar. 
Only if you read EVERY LINE of your 
room service menu do you realize that 
they are charging you. Phone service 
can also be extremely high. It seems as 
though the more you pay for a room 
the higher the phone charges are. And 
we think that WiFi Internet services 
are free at a hotel? Think again. At 
most hotels, the WiFi IS free but others 
charge up to $10 a 
day for this service. 
To get around this 
just plug your note-
book/laptop into a 
phone line instead. It 
is all the little added 
charges that can 
really add up to your 
hotel stay. Just be 
sure and always find out in advance if 
something is really complimentary or 
not. 

Car Rental Airport Facility fees 
can be a major travel scam. Rent a 
car at the counter and you'll see your 
rate soar an average of 28% through 
airport-specific taxes and surcharges. 

Many major cities now charge a 
very heavy "extra" tax for visitors 
who rent autos at their airports as 
well as charge the rental compa-
nies extra. Naturally this fee is 
passed along to the consumer as 
part of the price of doing business 
at the airport. The best solution to 
this problem is simply to rent off-
site from the airport. All major 

auto rental compa-
nies have free shuttle 
service to their other 
facilities and that will 
save you a lot of 
money. In Atlanta, 
for example, con-
sumers renting at the 
airport see rates in-
creases of over 53.5% 

with taxes and fees while those 
going to a off-site location will pay 
just 14.4%. Just be sure and do your 
homework ahead of time.  And, 
ALWAYS take a photo of your 
rental car BEFORE you leave the 
rental office and ALWAYS take a 

(Continued on page 11) 



Are you a Member?  Join the Guild TODAY! 

Online at www.halifaxbiz.com, contact info@halifaxbiz.com 

 OR  in person at our monthly meetings 
 

photo of it when you drop it off.  
Take photos of all four sides of the 
auto. 

When it comes to redeem-
ing airline frequent-flier miles, 
don't expect a truly free ticket. If 
you're lucky, you can get away 
with just the $15 to $25 surcharge 
most airlines charge for booking 
reservations over the phone. Peo-
ple trying to use miles are basically 
forced into paying a fee by calling 
for help. There are so many ca-
pacity constraints in place that it's 
difficult to get your first, second, 
even third choice of flights booked 
yourself online. And what if you're 
looking for a last-minute getaway 
and are actually lucky enough to 
find a seat available with rewards 
points? Be prepared to pay even 
more. Northwest Airlines charges 
$50 if you redeem frequent-flier 
miles within 10 days of your travel 
date. 

We wish all of readers the 
very best wishes for a FABULOUS 
HOLIDAY SEASON! 

Always remember to have 
fun when traveling, meet new 
people and talk to everyone! 

TRAVELING IN OUR FABULOUS 
GAY WORLD is written by Donald 
Pile and Ray Williams, Award-
winning, Celebrity travel colum-
nists who write for gay publica-
tions from coast to coast (And now 
legally married).  Proud members 
of the IGLTA.  You can email them 
at gaytravelers@aol.com and visit 
their website at http://
gaytravelersataol.blogspot.com/ 

####  

Seasonôs 
Greetings 
Christmas  
Party  
Dec 16th 
7-9pm 
The Villa 



what happens when someone 
is caught standing under a 
branch of the stuff. 
     The Christmas rose, really 
a hellebore, is said to have 
sprouted in the snow from the 
tears of a young girl in Bethle-
hem who had no gift 
for the Christ child.  
But the plant is native 
to mountainous areas 
in southern Germany, 
Austria, northern Italy 
and nearby places 
where it snows much 
more often than it 
does in the Holy Land.  
I have not seen it 
thrive further south 
than Charlotte, North 
Carolina.  The leg-
ends surrounding this 
plant had a momen-
tous effect on our 
English and colonial 
American ancestors.  
There was a plant at 
Canterbury cathedral 
which was said to 
have been set out by 
St. Thomas a Becket 
when he was 
archbishop there.  In 
1588 England was 
contemplating chang-
ing over to the new 
Gregorian calendar, 
as the Catholic coun-
tries of Europe were 
doing.  People waited 
with anticipation to 
see whether the Christmas 
rose would bloom on the new 
date for Christmas or would 
wait until the old one came 
round.  It failed to open its 
blossoms until 6 January, and 
England did not adopt the new 
calendar for more than one 
hundred sixty years.  One of 
my great-grandmothers, who 

lived until 1934, always saved a 
few Christmas treats to enjoy on 
"Old Christmas." 
     These kinds of legends came 
to the New World and were trans-
ferred to our native plants.  An-
other poor girl in sixteenth-century 

Mexico is said to have wept be-
cause she had no gift for the 
Christ Child.  She was instructed 
by an angel to gather some 
weeds from the wayside and lay 
them on the altar, whereupon they 
transformed into beautiful poinset-
tias. 
     Another plant rich in Christmas 
legend is the Holy Thorn of Glas-

tonbury, which is said to 
have sprung to life when St. 
Joseph of Arimathea first 
brought Christianity (and the 
Holy Grail) to Britain and was 
told to plant his staff in the 
earth.  Unlike other hawthor-

nes, this one 
blooms twice a 
year, and its mid-
winter flowering was 
accounted miracu-
lous.  Each year at 
Christmas the mon-
arch is sent a spray 
of blossom.  The 
plant is also said to 
bloom at the ap-
proach of royalty.  
There is a scion of 
the old one from 
Glastonbury Abbey 
at the National Ca-
thedral in Washing-
ton.  When the 
Queen Mother vis-
ited there in 1957, 
one of my friends 
wrote a correspon-
dant who lived there 
to ask if the thorn 
was in bloom and 
was told there actu-
ally were some flow-
ers.   
     Sanfoin, the holy 
hay that filled the 
manger at Bethle-
hem, was said to 
have blossomed red 
when the Virgin 

placed her child upon it; his 
head was surrounded by a 
halo of fresh flowers.  Penny-
royal also burst into bloom 
precisely at midnight, though, 
as with mistletoe, the Euro-
pean and American plants 
are clean different genuses.  
Another herb whose name 

(Continued on page 14) 
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means "holy flax" is the Santo-
lina; its green form is my favorite 
and will do well in Florida as a 
bright, verdant low border.  I 
could never learn what makes it 
holy. 
     Out of season bloom has of-
ten been associated with holy 
and miraculous events.  When 
the boat bearing St. Martin's un-
corrupted body floated up the 
Loire without benefit of oar or 
wind, plants on both banks 
broke into November flowers.  
But my grandparents warned me 
that "a warm Christmas fills the 
graveyards."  I Googled this say-
ing and found many variations:  
"a warm Christmas makes a fat 
graveyard," "a green December 
fills the churchyard," etc.  Some 
people just don't want others to 
enjoy anything!  I intend enjoy-
ing a warm Christmas and a de-
lightful winter in Florida. 
     ### 

CHURCH PLANS 

GRAB-BAG PARTY  
 

                  New Church Family will 
celebrate the Christmas season with 
a potluck lunch and a holiday grab-
bag party on Sunday,  Dec. 18. 

                   The luncheon will follow 
the regular 10 a.m. Sunday worship 
at the churchõs sanctuary in the 
Copytronics Building, 815-B Beville 
Road, Daytona Beach. During 
lunch, attendees will take turns 
opening wrapped grab-bag gifts. 
The game will be a òChineseó grab 
bag in which each player can de-
cide whether to keep the gift chosen 
or exchange it with someone elseõs 
previously opened gift. Typically, 2 
or 3 gifts emerge as tops in popular-
ity and may change hands several 
times before the game ends. 

                   Attendees are asked to 
bring a wrapped unisex gift worth 
less than $5. Extra gifts will be on 
hand for people on a tight budget. 

                   The churchõs Christmas 

worship service will take place at 10 
a.m. on Christmas Day.  No Christ-
mas Eve service is planned. 

                    The  church also is col-
lecting canned and boxed food 
items to benefit the food programs 
of  Halifax Urban Ministries. Items 
can be dropped off at the church 
any Sunday morning between 9 
a.m. and noon. 

                   In other news, two 
church members, Matt Henrikson 
and Lois Klammer, participated in 
the 5-mile Crop Walk Against Hun-
ger  on Nov. 13 and raised more 
than $400 to aid local and overseas 
hunger relief efforts. 

                   The church recently 
hosted Dr. Paul Edson, associate 
professor of humanities at Embry-
Riddle, as part of its monthly òGod 
Gabó discussions. Dr. Edson spoke 
about òGreat Bibles I Have Known.ó 
He noted that the very first edition 
of the 400-year-old King James 
Version included footnotes giving 
alternative translations of many 
phrases. Many of those footnotes 

(Continued on page 15) 
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disappeared in later editions, leading to the misconception 
that the KJV presents only one text as the òofficialó English 
translation. 

                 The God Gab series will resume in the New Year, 
bringing in various guest speakers to explore more interfaith 
topics and other subjects. The evening discussions are open 
to people of all faiths, including the belief systems known as 
agnosticism and atheism. 

                New Church 
Family is one of seven 
Christian churches in 
the Southeast that are 
affiliated with Interna-
tional Christian Com-
munity Churches, a 
denomination based in 
Asheville, N.C.  Tom 
Brown met with about 
60 other ICCC mem-
bers on Nov. 4-6 for 
the denominationõs 
annual convocation in 
Greenville, S.C. The 
meeting included 
workshops on experi-
mental ministry, tech-
nology in worship, mis-
sion work, and conflict 
resolution, plus concerts 
by Rev. Delores Berry 
and the Canaan Band. 

###  

 

You have heard 
about the  

Christmas Party?  

Yes!  

See You there!  

 
Hosted by The Villa Bed & Breakfast, The Daytona Beach Business 

Guild, New Church Family, OneDaytona.  
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